




From:
To: Parking Office
Subject: Proposed double yellow lines - Cherry Orchard
Date: 29 July 2021 12:50:53
Importance: High

To whom it may concern,

As residents of Cherry Orchard, Ditton, we object to the double yellow lines being placed
within the road of Cherry Orchard. As a coldesac, it deems unnecessary to insert double
yellow lines in such a quiet road and area. Cars parked on this road/close have never been
an issue for other cars driving, or parking, throughout the coldesac. 

Considering the curvature of this culdesac, the straight length of road and pavement, where
the double yellow lines and only two parking spaces have been suggested, is vital for
visitor parking. If this space has double yellow lines, and only two car parking spaces
available, people and visitors will resort to parking on the bends in the close (where there
are no double yellows), which will be far more dangerous for the community and the area.
These visitors will be left with no option other than to park there as the other proposed
double yellow lines across all of the others areas/roads in ditton means there is no other
visitor/free parking physically available elsewhere.

The current straight road as you enter Cherry Orchard happily allows for 3 to 4 visitors in
the close and is a very helpful area for visitor parking that does not cause any congestion
or traffic issues (please see photos attached for different time periods where this is
evident).

While some of the other proposed double yellow lines in Ditton would be useful, since
they would avoid heavy traffic and parking on the roads, we do not understand why double
yellow lines have been proposed in such a small, quiet close (Cherry Orchard) where this
area of available parking for people/visitors is very useful for the community and causes
no traffic issues. Instead, putting double yellow lines here would cause more traffic issues
as people will have to resort to the other very limited (and more dangerous) areas around
the close.

We do hope you take our comments into thoughtful consideration as these proposed
yellows lines in this small coldesace has caused clear unhappiness in the area and would
also be a key reason when someone is looking for a family house to not buy in this
coldesac due to very limited parking which is currently a huge benefit to the community in
Cherry Orchard, which causes no current issues.

Thank you.

Best wishes, 

Cherry Orchard Residents
 















From:
To: Parking Office
Subject: DD/590/04A New Road, Cherry Orchard, Kiln Barn Road, St Peters Road
Date: 12 July 2021 16:35:21

 
WE OBJECT TO the borough council’s proposals for changes to the on street parking
arrangements for New Road, Kiln Barn Road, St Peters Road and Cherry Orchard on plan
DD/590/04A.
 
More parking spaces are needed than allowed for in Cherry Orchard- only two is just not enough
when there is safely room for at least six parking places. We have lived here for  without
the “enhancement” of double yellow lines and there have been no accidents as far as we are
aware so why the sudden need for them now? Surely their existence will force visitors around
the bend to the longer section of Cherry Orchard, probably to obstruct someone’s drive, which
wouldn’t go down too well.
If you have allowed for 5 parking spaces in New Road near the junction with St Peters Road
despite the fact that parked vehicles here obstruct the sight lines of vehicles turning out of St
Peters Road surely there can be no justification for allowing less than this in Cherry Orchard
where parked vehicles do not obstruct the view out into Kiln Barn Road.
Moreover, in St Peters Road you are allowing parking outside St Peters Court when St Peters
Court in any case has two designated parking areas and most of the elderly who live there do not
have cars anyway.  Opposite, the houses have long driveways, so they are unlikely to need it. So
the parking here could be reduced to fewer spaces for visitors and reduce the obstruction of 
parked cars to traffic trying and failing quite often to negotiate their way successfully to what is
in any case a tricky junction with New Road. 
We notice you have put double yellow lines in Brampton Field – only thought to be necessary
because you allowed plans for the estate to be passed without making proper provision for the
car parking of occupants of the houses, a mistake you will be making again with the proposed
plan for further development at the back of Cherry Orchard, no doubt. Trouble is, it’s the people
who live here who have to live with the consequences of your mistakes- so please do not make
any more.                    















From:
To: Parking Office
Subject: DD/590/04A New road
Date: 19 July 2021 09:44:36

To whom it may concern,

I wish to object to part of the proposals for cherry orchard only.
I live at no  cherry orchard and to bring the proposed yellow lines right to our driveway means we have no
where for visitors to park. The top end of Cherry orchard is pretty busy with cars out on the road as it is without
putting in yellow lines at the bottom end. we are lucky enough to have a driveway for 2 cars but have 3 due to
work vehicles so 1 has to be parked out on the road. Not many other houses have the space for more than 1 car
so use the road. It is very rare cars are parked in the proposed areas of cherry orchard apart from the ones that
are there daily potentially due to limited parking space. If the yellow lines go in at the bottom end of cherry
orchard people will come further up into cherry orchard to find parking.
Is there a way in which you could bring in certain time limits to maybe when the double yellow lines are I
forced e.g school pick up and drop off times maybe? Allowing the rest of our road to freely use the parking as
we do so already.

Thanks

Sent from my iPhone
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Tonbridge and Malling Parking Action Plan – phase 12 

Response by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

 St. Peter Ad Vincula Ditton 

Location: Parish of Ditton - New Road, The Stream, Kiln Barn Road, St Peters Road 
and Cherry Orchard 

Proposals and Reasons:  New double yellow lines to prevent obstructive parking 
and maintain traffic movements 

Response: 

St. Peter’s PCC does not believe that this proposal is the most appropriate way to 
address the parking problems experienced in these locations and that if introduced 
would disproportionally and detrimentally affect people visiting St. Peter’s Church, 
graves in the churchyard and users of the Church Centre and therefore wishes to 
formally object to their implementation and suggest an alternative strategy to 
alleviate the very specific parking problems which are occurring.      

Local authorities normally only consider the introduction or extension of existing 
parking controls in the form of double yellow lines, where a Road Traffic Survey 
(RTS) has been carried out in order to observe, identify and document the parking 
situation. 

The Tonbridge and Malling document, Parking Action Plan –Annex 1 (Locations for 
Phase 12) 08 June 2020, states that the proposal was made by the Parish Council 
and local residents back in November 2018. However there is no supporting RTS, 
nor is there is any evidence that either Ditton Junior School, Ditton Church 
Preschool, the PCC, the various support groups who use the Church Centre or the 
residents of St. Peter’s Court housing unit, were canvased or contacted about the 
proposals at that time. 

Requests to the Local Authority for the provision or extension of double yellow lines 
should only normally be considered where: 

• there’s evidence of a regular problem of parking across a vehicle dropped 
kerb preventing access throughout the day   

• there is evidence of a regular problem of indiscriminate parking 
• there are genuine safety concerns, for example where there’s poor visibility 

with vehicles approaching at high speed or pedestrians crossing 
• there’s evidence of regular ‘damage only’ accidents 
• there have been three or more accidents recorded in the last five years which 

have resulted in injury 
• there are access issues for HGV traffic being regularly reported 
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• the Council’s waste management team confirm that waste and recycling 
collections are regularly being missed due to lack of parking restrictions 

• the existing parking problem is causing unnecessary and lengthy congestion 
issues 

• residents/occupants who would be directly affected by the markings are in 
favour of the restrictions 

• the emergency services request double yellow lines to help them carry out 
their work 

• there is no possibility that parking will be displaced to other locations 

Evidence should be in the form of a photographic record or witnessed by an 
employee of the local authority or emergency services, anecdotal evidence should 
not be used when evaluating or determining the existence or extent of a parking 
problem.    

Whilst no formal RTS has been submitted with this proposal, it is self-evident to any 
resident of the parish, that the parking problem in these locations only happens at 
school drop-off and collection times.  

During these periods drivers try to park as close to the school as possible, creating 
congestion, safety issues and contributing to localised air pollution by often leaving 
engines running whilst waiting.  

Outside of these specific periods the roads concerned are almost virtually devoid of 
parked vehicles.     

This is not however, a problem solely confined to these particular locations. During 
school drop-off and pick-up times, Pear Tree Avenue, Woodlands Road, Linkway 
and Nursery Road also suffer badly from congestion and parking problems.       

One way local authorities can address these specific problems is by adopting 
‘School Street’ measures which aim to create a safer, healthier and more liveable 
street environment for everyone in the community. 

This is achieved by introducing wider but limited parking restrictions during specific 
times of the day in the areas which have a parking problem. These limited parking 
restrictions would not operate during school holidays or at weekends.  

Limiting parking at pick-up and drop-off times gives the whole school community the 
opportunity to travel to and from school in safety. With less traffic, children can walk, 
scoot and cycle thereby helping young people to be healthier and more active. Local 
residents will enjoy quieter, less congested streets. Fewer car journeys means less 
air pollution and lower impact on climate change, making an important contribution to 
improving health and the environment for everyone. 

The success of any Parking Management Plan the Council ultimately introduces, will 
be determined by the level of enforcement Tonbridge and Malling devotes to 
ensuring compliance with the parking restrictions. 
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At the current time there is no visible parking enforcement in the parish and the 
double yellow lines already introduced by the Council in New Road opposite the 
Church Centre and at the junction of Woodlands and New Road are regularly 
ignored at school drop-off and pick-up times. 

Unless enforcement action is carried out by the Council bad and dangerous parking 
will continue to be a problem whatever parking measures are introduced.    

Conclusion:  

Neither St. Peter’s Church nor the Church Centre has the benefit of their own 
dedicated off street parking. 

It is the belief of St. Peter’s PCC, that the current proposals to install double yellow 
lines in New Road, The Stream and St. Peter’s Road are not the most appropriate 
way to address the perceived problem and that no evidence has been presented to 
show that the parking issues are sufficiently problematic to warrant such extreme 
measures and will:  

A) Disproportionally and detrimentally affect;  

1. Mourners attending weekday funerals at the church (which occur outside of the 
peak congestion times).  

2. People attending midweek weddings.  

3. People visiting graves in the churchyard (many of whom travel by car a distance 
from the parish).  

4. People attending St. Peter’s Church for private midweek prayer. 

5. Staff at Ditton Church Preschool who do not live locally.  

6. Members of the two AA support groups who use the Church Centre in the 
evenings for their meetings (a proportion of whom are not local).  

7. The older members of the community group (Crafty Coffee) that uses the Church 
Centre during the week.       

8. People who attend evening prayer groups in the Church Centre (especially those 
who live outside the parish and or are, older and less mobile).  

B) Potentially cause a loss of hire income to the PCC, should the AA groups decide 
to cease using the Centre for their evening support meetings because their members 
are no longer able to park within a reasonable distance of the Centre due to the new 
restrictions.    
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The PCC feels that Tonbridge and Malling Council should withdraw this proposal and 
after discussion with all stakeholders, consider the introduction of a much more 
focused and joined up parking plan which will benefit all members of the community 
and contribute to both health and environmental improvements in all the locations 
experiencing parking issues. 

 

 

 

 

Churchwarden 

For and on behalf of St. Peter’s Parochial Church Council 

  

 



From:
To: Parking Office
Cc:
Subject: DD/590/05A Laburnum Dv, Hornbeam Close, and The Ferns
Date: 12 July 2021 14:21:21

Dear Sir / Madam
As a resident of Laburnum Drive I wonder will the proposed yellow lines be enforced along with dangerous
parking along the rest of Laburnum Drive? It is already a chicane due to dangerous parking, I am already
concerned that when I call an ambulance for my husband , which unfortunately I have to do more than I would
like, it will be delayed . Also inconsiderate pavement parking makes it difficult and sometimes impossible to
use a wheelchair on the pavement.

I realise that these yellow lines cannot be seen in isolation. They need to be considered in relation to the wider
area, otherwise the problems are just moved further into the estate, as happened when the yellow lines were put
around Maple Close. The needs of residents in other roads without parking such as New Hythe Lane need to be
considered. In an ideal world there would be no cars and we would all use public transport and the problem
would disappear, but it’s not the case , so a realistic solution needs to be found. Might not the large, usually
empty car park behind the commercial offices on the corner of New Hythe Lane,opposite Morrisons be used for
resident parking? Also by repositioning the letterbox, the grassed area on the corner of Laburnum Drive could
accommodate a few cars for New Hythe Lane residents.

There also needs to be sensible discussions between the Planning and Parking departments before new housing
is allowed. If there had been such discussions the recent construction of properties behind  houses at the top of
New Hythe Lane which have added to an already congested area might have been better used for parking.

KInd regards

Sent from my iPad








